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only as the Ideal becomes in virtue of self-surrendering devotion
and moral effort actually realised in our characters, that man's
divine sonship, "which is implicit m him, in virtue of his being
of the same substance with the Father, becomes an explicit reality."
According to Hegel himself the conceptions of philosophy can
be no abstractions, though for us they always will be such1. Nature
cannot be taken as appearing to God in the abstract externalities
of Space and Time and, indeed, stands to him in no direct relation,
for the plane of appearance, which is distinctive of it, pertains merely
to the finite mind of man.2.
What, then, is the meaning of God standing in need of another-
ness to become self-conscious li Does not His relation with that
other become a necessary relation and does He not, in such a con-
ception, lose His character of Absolute Being ? God (says Origeas)
does not require the Second Person in order to come to Himself.
The Absolute, as I have elsewhere4 stated, quoting Dr. Calder-
wood and J. S. Mill, is that which is free from all necessary relations,
as a condition of existence. It may enter into relations, being essen-
tially free ; but those relations; if removed, must not affect its
existence.
Philosophically, it would not be correct to say that it is in the
very nature of God a necessity for Him to create the world. It may
be impossible for "as to apprehend Him without such a world, but it
is not a necessary condition of His existence.
Then as to cognition of the Absolute, according to the theory of
the Veddnfa, it must ever be borne m mind, that it looks at the ques-
tion from two—apparently opposed—points of view; and the con-
clusions thus drawn have to be understood by reference to the stand-
point with which they are connected.
These are the two patlis called pravritti and nimitti—the one having
a tendency to externality and the other to introspection—the one"
stimulating to Activity and the other drawing to Eenimciatioii—the
1 Haldane's " Pathway," II, 254.      Sec, also, Lotze's "Phil. Eel.," pp
2 Ibid. 'Analysis of contents,' p. 59"63*
XXII ,• see also pp. 169-70.                4 Supra p. 54.
8 Inge^s " Christian Mysticism" p. 90;

